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Office of the Bishop

Roman Catholic Diocese of Lubbock
Dear Brothers in Christ,

After much consultation, especially among the Priests of the Diocese, the decision was made to move our
Annual Catholic Appeal for Ministries out of the months of spring; instead we are running the Appeal
shortly after the start of the new Fiscal Year. The Appeal is being run in a manner that will provide both
the opportunity to pledge to the Appeal as well as to facilitate making a one-time donation to the Appeal or
submitting the pledge card for the year by means of a Special Second Collection. This year that Collection is
scheduled for the weekend of September 14/15.

This year’s annual appeal theme continues to be “One Bread, One Body.” Iinvite us all to focus on Jesus’ Last
Supper request to, “do this in memory of me.” (Luke 22:19) We can reflect on this invitation and how it draws
us into unity with His One Body. As we reflect, let us remember the promise of Jesus that we will share in the
unity of Father and Son in the Holy Spirit if we remain attached to Jesus, the true Vine - the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.

In the preparation for, and celebration of, the Sacrament of Confirmation this year, the Fruits of the Spirit

as found in St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (GAL 5:22-23) were pondered and the students were asked to
choose which Fruit they most want people to see flowing from their lives. Many of our young people chose
“generosity” as their desired fruit to flow from the goodness of their lives. Perhaps they model for us a Fruit
of the Spirit which we all might cultivate. The celebration of the Confirmation Masses throughout the Diocese
focused on the force of the Holy Spirit helping us to be ONE - one Body of Christ, the one Lord, through our
one Baptism, living one Faith, even with a diversity of situations, lifestyles and culture. We are called to live
as the ONE Body of Christ.

The Lord, who loves us unconditionally, wants us to remember Him. He wants us to be part of His plan.
What is our role in this plan? The ministries of the Diocese of Lubbock strive to provide the Word of God to
all the people of the South Plains, especially our brother and sister Catholics. We work to promote growth
in faith, provide guidance, and support the special needs of our smaller rural communities. We can only
accomplish this by moving forward as one body, as a living Memorial of our Lord who wants to unite us in
His Salvation. The Catholic Offering for Ministries is your opportunity to exercise the spiritual fruit of
generosity on behalf of our entire Catholic Community.

Your brother in Christ,
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Most Reverend Robert Coerver
Bishop of Lubbock

Most Reverend Robert M. Coerver, Bishop of Lubbock

P O Box 98700 (806) 792-3943 ext. 203 Judy Leos Rodriguez, Assistant to the Bishop
Lubbock TX 79499-8700 rcoerver@catholiclubbock.org jlrodriguez@catholiclubbock.org
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Office of the Bishop

Roman Catholic Diocese of Lubbock

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Después de haberlo consultado en varias ocasiones, especialmente con los sacerdotes de la didcesis, se toméd
la decisién de cambiar la fecha de nuestra campafia anual de los ministerios catélicos; la cual se impartia
durante los meses de la primavera pero ahora en su lugar, tendrd su inicio al comienzo de nuestro afio fiscal.

Esta campaifia se ha implementado de tal manera que brinde la oportunidad de contribuir de manera regular,
de aportar un solo donativo o incluso, enviar el formulario de contribucién anual mediante una segunda
colecta especial. Para este afio se acordé que la colecta se realizard durante la semana 14/15 del mes de
septiembre.

Ademas, este afio el lema de la campafia seguird siendo el mismo: “Un solo PAN, un solo CUERPO”. Los invito
a todos a enfocarnos en la peticién que Jests nos hizo en la dltima cena: “Hagan esto en memoria mia” (Lucas
22,19). De tal modo que siendo participes de su cuerpo seamos uno solo con El.

Del mismo modo reflexionemos en la promesa de Jests de compartir la unidad con el Padre, el Hijo y el
Espiritu Santo, permaneciendo unidos a la verdadera vid que es el camino, la verdad y la vida.

Durante la preparacién y la celebracién del sacramento de la confirmacién de este afo, se reflexioné en

los frutos del Espiritu Santo de acuerdo a lo escrito en la carta a los Galatas (5, 22-23) y se les pidié a los
estudiantes que eligieran el fruto mds importante para ser reflejado en sus vidas y que las personas pudieran
verlo. Y muchos de los jévenes eligieron la “generosidad” como el fruto anhelado que fluye de la bondad de
sus vidas.

Quizas, ellos podrian ser modelos de ese fruto del Espiritu que todos podemos cultivar. La celebracién de
la confirmacion en toda la diécesis se centré en pedir la ayuda y fuerza del Espiritu Santo para llegar a ser
UN solo CUERPO con CRISTO, nuestro Ginico Sefior, viviendo una sola fe, un solo bautismo y sin importar
la diversidad en los diferentes estilos de vida y cultura. Somos llamados a vivir como un solo CUERPO DE
CRISTO.

El Sefior Dios, quien nos ama incondicionalmente, quiere que le recordemos, que seamos parte de su plan.
(Cuadl es nuestro papel en este plan? Los ministerios de la diécesis de Lubbock se esfuerzan por brindarles

la Palabra de Dios a todas las personas de South Plains, especialmente a nuestros hermanos y hermanas
catélicos. Trabajamos juntos para hacer crecer la fe, dar consejo y apoyo en las necesidades bésicas y especiales
de nuestras pequefias comunidades rurales.

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,
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Most Reverend Robert Coerver
Bishop of Lubbock

Most Reverend Robert M. Coerver, Bishop of Lubbock

P O Box 98700 (806) 792-3943 ext. 203 Judy Leos Rodriguez, Assistant to the Bishop
Lubbock TX 79499-8700 rcoerver@catholiclubbock.org jlrodriguez@catholiclubbock.org



