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ST. NICHOLAS REVEALS THE TRUTH OF CHRIST

Late one Christmas Eve, | sank Christmas. It's not their fault.
back, tired but content, into my It's just that the adults, many
easy chair. The kids were in bed, of them not having been

the gifts were wrapped, the milk taught themselves, have for-

and cookies waited by the fire-
place for Santa. As | sat back
admiring the tree with its deco-
rations, | couldn't help feeling
that something important was
missing. It wasn't long before
the tiny twinkling tree lights
lulled me to sleep.

I don't know how long | slept,
but all of a sudden | knew that |
wasn't alone. | opened my eyes,
and you can imagine my sur-
prise when | saw Santa Claus
himself standing next to my
Christmas tree. He was dressed
all in fur from his head to his
foot just as the poem described
him, but he was not the "jolly
old elf" of Christmas legend.
The man who stood before me
looked sad and disappointed,
and there were tears in his eyes.

"Santa, what's wrong?" | asked,
"Why are you crying?"

"It's the children," Santa replied
sadly.

"But Santa, the children love
you," | said.

"Oh, | know they love me, and
they love the gifts | bring them,"
Santa said, "but the children of
today seem to have somehow
missed out on the true spirit of

gotten to teach the children.”

"Teach them what?" | asked.
As | stood bewildered, Santa
sai d,
Teach them the old meaning
of Christmas. The meaning
that now-a-days Christmas
has forgotten.

0Teach t

MAS

the children to follow in
Christ's foot steps... to go
about doing good. Teach
them to let their light so
shine before people that all
may see it and glorify God.
This is what is symbolized
hen the twinkling lights
%iﬁe or(1: theI trlTee(fiIEe %unn-!
dreds of bright, shining can-
dles, each of them represent-
iig one of God's precious
children, their light shining

Santa then reached in his bag for all to see.”.

and pulled out a FIR TREE
and placed it before the man-
tle. O0Teach
the pure green color of the
stately fir tree remains green
all year round, depicting the
everlasting hope of mankind,
all the needles point heaven-
ward, making it a symbol of
man's thoughts turning to-
ward heaven. o

t hius baggnd emoveda

Once again he reached into

-t hat
WREATH and placed it on

the tree. 0Teach
that the

wreath

symbolizes

the real

nature of

love. Real

love never

ceases.

He again reached into his bag Love is

and pulled out a brilliant
STAR.

sign of promises long ago.
God promised a Savior for
the world, and the star was
the sign of fulfillment of His
promise. 6

He then reached into his bag
and pulled out a CANDLE.
0Teach the chi
candle symbolizes that Christ
is the light of the world Teach

0Teach t
that the star was the heavenly

ne con- , .
tL?ousCh' |l dr en

round of af fectic

He then pulled from his bag
and ornament of HIMSELF.
0Teach the chil
Santa Clause symbolize the
generosity and good will we
feel during the month of De-

cember.
|l dr en

dr

he

on

0
that t
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JR. & SR. CYO- A NIG HT ON PURITY, MODESTY, & CHASTITY

Here is a glimpse into one of the many JR. and SR. CYO nights that took place this semester. As Youth Coordi-
nator, | felt that it was very important to have a night on purity for both the JR. and SR. CYOA special thanks

to the CIA (Confirmed in

did a fabulous job!!

Action) and SR. CYO Youth w

We live in a culture that reduces the body to nothing more than an object of pleasure. This image of the
body needs to be redeemed, and | want the youth to learn to see each other through the eyes of God.

During both the JR. and SR. CYO nights, the kids had to write prayers for each other, so the girls got
together and wrote a little something for the boys, and the boys did the same for the girls.

HERE WAS THE RESULT:

Prayer for the girls...
Dear Jesus,

We ask your blessing on the girls that you
might give them respect of themselves, respect
of others, so that they might understand their
true beauty and divinity.

Let Mary be your role model in purity
of heart, mind, and soul. Amen.

-From the SR. CYO Guys

7

Lord,

Help the boys have better attitudes and respect for

girls.

Help them to treat us like we are one of your high-
est expectations, and help them to remain pure fo
marriage.

Let them understand that we are modest and that
we want to be treated like a million dollars.

Help them to be loving and respectful, and help

them to look at us with eyes of love rather than lust.

Amen.

- From the JR. CYO Girls

Prayer for the guysEé
Lord,

Please help the boys realize that our body is a
temple, not an object, and to respect it.

Help them to come to the understanding of self
respect and self control, not only for themselves
but for us too.

Also, help them to understand what it means to
be a real man and follow in the footsteps of Jo-
seph. Amen.

-From the SR. CYO Girls

Blessed are the pure in heart: for tﬁ y She
Matthew 5:8

Prayer for the boysé

L

Prayer for the gir]
Lord God,

Be with the girls as they make good choices
in dating, and help them to strive to keep
their purity. Help them know right from
wrong and understand Your presence within
them.

We pray they see not only their outer beauty,
but that they recognize their inner beauty as
well. Let them look to Mary as a role model
of our faith and beliefs. Amen

- From the JR. CYO Boys
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WATCH: BY SISTER ROS E

Word that got my attention Our God Reigns Alleluia! Advent, Christmas,
On this First Sunday of Advent In the hearts that open the way for Jesus Lent, Easter,

As | went out of the MSLT to come! Pentacost,

convent Ordinary Time,

To go to Sunday morning Eucharist Lord of all seasons, thank you for this That the kingdom of
The first day that the Third Roman Missal Beautiful Advent message love and peace may
Edition was introduced. I join the whole of creation reign!

The birds in their freedom and wonderful

As I stand to greet \}Vepyfoféﬂ&ngry&uhﬁs New Watch for the opening

Liturgical Year! The sounds of music and celebration of  and all of creation

Five Crows were on t ﬂgnksﬁi\;ing.‘) oeds home, O ¥Hat Jesus will come and dwell in our hearts
Neighbor Yes, the color of the crow is black And in the heart of creation.

All facing heavenward with their bill You might see nothing bright and Truly our God reigns from the beginning,
Pointing at the sky beautiful Now and forever.

In deep attention and adoration! It is interesting to WATCH Amen. Alleluia!

While the radio plays the song: How God reigns in all the seasons of life WATCH!

HOW THE LEGEND OF ST. NICHOLAS BEGAN

There was a man, once rich, who had dowry, a woman was unlikely to mar-  cond daughter was married. The fa-
fallen on hard times. Now poor, he had ry. This poor man's daughters, without ther, now very anxious to know who
three daugh- dowries, were therefore destined to be the secret benefactor was, kept watch
ters of an age  sold into slavery, or worse. during the night.

to be married.
In those days
a young wom-
an's family
had to have
something of

A third bag of gold landed inside the
Word of the family's misfortune house and the watchful father leaped
reached Nicholas, who had the wealth up and caught the fleeing donor. "Ah,
inherited from his parents. Coming in  Nicholas, it is you!" cried the father,
secret by night, he tossed a bag of gold "You have saved my daughters from
into the house. It sailed in through an  certain disaster.

value, a dow- nd anding "
ry, to offer open window, landing in a stocking _ .
y left before the fire to dry. What joy in Nicholas, embarrassed, and not wish-

rospective i
\V\%SV P ; P the morning when the gold was discov- ing 10 be known, begged the man to

bridegrooms. o . "

Th |g th ered! The first daughter soon wed. keep his identity secret. ,Y,ou must
€ larger the thank God alone for providing these

dowry, the Not long after, another bag of gold gifts in answer to your prayers for

better the chance a young woman again appeared mysteriously. The se-  deliverance."
would find a good husband. Without a

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 2425. Merry Christmas!!!

January 4 SR. CYO will start up again

January 8 CCE and Confirmation class will start up again
February 4-5: Footsteps in Faith
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{;Q\/For unto us a chil orn

€ ST. NI CK RHRIEWASS C

He then brought out a HOLLY LEAF. shepherds' crook. The crook on the staff the angels that heralded in the glorious
0Teach the chil dr ehelpsttolbang batkisteayel shéep tp the news of the Savior's birth. The angels
plant represents immortality. It repre- flock. The candy cane is the symbol that sang, 'Glory to God in the highest on
sents the crown of thorns wornbyour we ar e our br ot her ' sarthipeaeepardrgood will toward
Savior. The red holly represents the men. "' o

bl ood shed by Him.o

Suddenly | heard a soft twinkling

Next he pulled from his bag a GIFT sound, and from his bag he pulled out
and said, o0Teach the children that God BELL. 0Teach the <ch
so loved the world that he gaveébo the lost sheep are found by the sound
Thanks be to God for His unspeakable of the bell, it should ring mankind to
gift. the fold. The bell symbolizes guidance

and return. Santa looked back and was
Teach the children that the wise men pleased.
bowed before the holy babe and pre-
sented him with gold, frankincense He looked back at me and | saw that
and myrrh. We should always give the twinkle was back in his eyes. He
gifts in the same spirit of the wise said, ORemember, teac
men. 6

the true meaning of Christmas and do

o not put me in the center, for | am but a
Santa then reached in his bag and humble servant of the One that is, and
pulled out a CANDY CANE and

i i | bow d t hip Him, J
hung it on the tr e;&eNreGaEQEF@Q%_:H ang Wk:éedt%ur:hap I ‘G ;)V: i(cj)V;nteo W:rz ':: II:no SS;S @ T
dren that the candy cane represents the - otleac e chl n a e w



