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Our Catholic Faith 
 

EWTN  
(Eternal Word Television Network) - 

A wide variety of inspirational  
programming 24 hrs. a day,  

including daily Mass, the Rosary and 
Childrenôs Programming,  

located on: 

Sudden Link Cable - Channel 74  
NTS Cable - Channel 250  
Direct TV - Channel 370  

Dish Network - Channel 261 
 

EWTN Radio is broadcast via  
satellite, or may be listened to on-line  

via your computer 

 

Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church 

 

9821 Frankford Avenue  
Lubbock, Texas 79424 

Phone:  698-6400 
E-mail: 

parish@holyspiritlubbock.org 
Website: 

www.holyspiritcathparish.org 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Eugene J. Driscoll 

 

Deacons 
Ralph Rosiles 
Rick Vasquez 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday - 5:00 PM   

Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 AM, 
Daily Mass - 7:30 AM, M-F 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15ð4:15 PM, 

or by appointment 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
24 hours, 7 days a week 

 

 

 

 

The Day the Sun Danced 
 

October 13, 1917, a spectacular miracle was about to occur.  Our Lady of 
Fatima promised great graces for her apparition that day.   
 

She appeared six times between May 13th and October 13th, 1917 to 3 
shepherd children, Lucia dos Santos and her younger cousins Francisco 
and Jacinta Marto.  She gave them a message of peace and hope for a 
world engulfed in war. At that time, World War I, called the ñwar to end all 
warsò, was threatening to annihilate Europe. To end the conflict, Pope 
Benedict XV began a novena to the Queen of Peace  on May 5th, 1917. 
On Sunday, May 13th, the eighth day of the novena, Our Lady responded 
to the prayers of the Pope and her children in that valley of tears by ap-
pearing for the first time at Fatima. Her message, with itôs hopeful promise 
as well as itôs strong warnings, was meant for the whole world.  
 Pope John Paul II, who has been named the Pope of Fatima, recognized 
the necessity of our Ladyôs message for our times when he said that it 
was more urgent and important in our day than it was in 1917. Because of 
the prophetic nature of her messages, we are challenged to hear anew, 
the call to prayer and sacrifice, because the world is ever in need of  gen-
erous hearts willing to make reparation for those in danger of losing their 
way to God. 
 

In 1917, People had been asking for a sign to prove that the children were 
not fabricating the appearances of Our Lady. Crowds of people, some 
60,000-100,000 came within a 25 mile radius of the Cova da Iria where 
our Lady had appeared before and was again expected to come.  It had 
been raining for more than a day, and everyone was drenched. At last, the 
familiar flash of light.  She identified herself, as promised, as the Lady of 
the Rosary. She had been asking the three children to pray the rosary 
earnestly for peace in the world. Looking very sad, Our Lady said: ñDo not 
offend the Lord our God anymore, because He is already so much offend-
ed.ò  In Luciaôs own words: ñThen, opening her hands, she made them 
reflect on the sun, and as she ascended, the reflection of her own light  
continued to be reflected on the sun itself.ò  
 

One eye-witness stated,  ñSomeone shouted, the sun, look at the sun! We 
looked easily at the sun, which for some reason did not blind us.   
 

                                                        ð-continued on page 3 
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Monsignor's Corner 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we begin another school year I am delighted with the enrollment of 
new parishioners and the attendance at Mass!  Last Sunday we had 
1,375 at the 10:30 AM Mass and 1,985 for all three Masses. 
 

My prayers are that we continue to be a good example to our children 
in living the faith.  We have a very rich gift in our Catholic Faith.  I rec-
ommend to read the book, ñRediscovering Catholicismò by Matthew 
Kelly. 
 

With our ever increasing enrollment, I hope that we can get more assis-
tance with volunteers to help us with the various programs.  We have, 
what we may say, is a good problem.   
 

One problem is that our building is used for so many different activities 
in the parish:   
 

§ CCE  Pre-K through 5th grades use the classrooms and McGivney 
Hall on Sunday mornings, and Wednesday evenings.  

§ PDO (Parents Day Out) uses the classrooms Tuesdays and Thurs-
days with over 62 youngsters who use different sized tables and 
chairs that have to be moved around to meet the needs of the pro-
gram. 

§ In addition to CCE and our Youth groups, McGivney Hall is used 
for Cub Scouts, RCIA and Knights of Columbus.  

 

What I am trying to say from my office is not everyone is aware of the 
needs that take place each day.  Chairs and tables must be moved on 
a regular basis in order to accommodate the varied schedules of each 
class and meeting. 
 

Thirteen years ago when we began Holy Spirit at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall we had committees and volunteers for a given time to help 
facilitate the various needs. With over 1200 families now, can I ask for 
volunteers to sign up for a particular time to lessen the work on the few 
retired men who so generously have been giving their time through the 
past 10 years?  I could not have done all this work without them.  I am 
deeply grateful to them. 
 

Would you please consider volunteering to help the needs of the par-
ish?  Kindly call the parish office and leave your name and phone num-
ber. Someone will get back with you. 
 

My prayers are with you daily. 
 
God Bless You, 
 

Monsignor Gene 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Spirit is offering many upcoming 
events you wonõt want to miss.  The 
following are just a few of these 
events: 
 
§ Faith Alive Adult Study Class, 9:15 

AM, Sundays, beginning Sept. 11, 
2011 in the Chapel 

 
§ Quinceanera Retreats, 8:30-3 PM, 

Saturday, September 24 or October 
15, St. Francis Mission Sisters 

 
§ Holy Spirit Fourth Annual Enchila-

da Festival Fund Raiser, 9 AM-1:30 
PM, Sunday, Sept. 25, 2011 

 
§ Pro-life Life Chain, 67th & Indiana, 

2-3 PM, October 2, 2011 
 
§ Day of Recollection for Couples,  
§ 9 AM-2 PM, Saturday, October 15, 

2011 
 
§ Hollywood Casino Night Fund 

Raiser, 7-11 PM, Friday, October 
21, 2011 

 
§ Halloween Celebration for Youth, 

October 30, 2011 
 
§ Confirmation Retreat for Youth, 

official date is November 5, 2011 at 
Holy Spirit 
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The Suné 
 

It seemed to flicker on and off, first one way, then another.  
It cast itôs rays in many directions and painted everything 
in different colors- the trees, the people, the air and the 
ground. Everything was still and quiet, and everyone was 
looking up. Then, at a certain moment, the sun appeared 
to stop spinning.  It then began to move and to dance in 
the sky until it seemed to detach itself from itôs place and 
fall upon us. It was a terrible moment.ò  

Another said, ñIt looked like a wheel of fire that was going 
to fall on the people. They began to cry out, we shall all be 
killed!  Others called to Our Lady to save them; still others 
recited acts of contrition...When at last, the sun stopped 
leaping and moving, we all breathed our relief.  Just then 
the ground and my clothes were bone dry.ò 
 

Our Lady had kept her promise to perform a miracle that 
would allow everyone to believe. As a result, the faith of 
many witnesses grew stronger and more ardent. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima asked the children to tell the people 
that  there would be much suffering in the world because 
of the sins committed against her Son, unless they prayed 
the rosary every day and observed the first five Saturdays 
of the month with confession, the Holy Mass and Com-
munion.   
In addition, on these First Saturdays, She also asked that 
they meditate for 15 minutes on the blasphemies against 
Our Ladyôs Immaculate Heart, namely: Maryôs Immaculate 
Conception, her Perpetual Virginity, her title, the Mother of 
God, for the parents who neglect to allow their children to 
honor God or our Lady, and blasphemies by those who 
insult her in her sacred images.  Our Lady wants none of 
her children to be lost, but all to be saved. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit has two major Fund Raisers coming up to assist with paying down the mortgage on our beautiful church.  
Not only do we owe several million dollars on our loan, but we are also in desperate need of additional class rooms 
for our childrenôs and adult education. Praise God for our ever increasing registrations!  
 

Please come out, be generous and support your parish by attending these great functions!  Youôre guaranteed to 
enjoy yourselves and will benefit with the wonderful food and prizes. 
 

The Enchilada Festival begins on Sunday morning September 25th after the 8 AM and 10:30 AM Masses, for all the 
family, with some great raffles, delicious home made enchiladas and Mariachi music.  
 

Casino Night is Friday evening, October 21st, but is for adults, only. Tickets for Casino Night will go on sale in Octo-
ber.  In addition to food, games and drinks, they put on a huge silent auction! A limited number of babysitting spots 
will be available. Call Jim and Laura Hamlett for details, 794-4077.  

 
Pope Benedict XVI best sums up his pastoral advice regarding 
Fatima: ñLearn the message, live the message and spread the 
message of Fatima!ò  
How do we live the message?  By striving to live good Chris-
tian lives, praying daily, especially the rosary, observing the 
Five First Saturdays, making sacrifices for the conversion of 
sinners and accepting suffering patiently in reparation for our 
sins and those of others.  
 

Our Lady of Fatima taught the following prayers to the three 
children: 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Most Holy Trinity, I adore you! My God, My God, I love you in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

                                       Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 1917 
 

Sacrifice Prayer 
O Jesus, this is for love of You, for the conversion of poor sin-
ners and in reparation for the offenses committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
                                              Our Lady of Fatima, July 13, 1917 
 

Decade Prayer  
(Say at the end of each decade of the Rosary) 

 

O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell.  
Lead all souls to heaven, especially those most in need of 
Your Mercy. 
                                                   Our Lady of Fatima, July 13, 1917 

 
October 7th is the Feast Day of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

 
 
For further reading, see Father Andrew Apostoliôs book, FATIMA 

FOR TODAY, The Urgent Marian Message of Hope, Ignatius Press, 
2010. 
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In Jesusô TimeéHow the Fish became the Christian symbol 
 

The fish as a symbol of the Christian faith, began in the first century.  It is believed that this symbol was derived from taking 
the first two letters of each of the Greek words in a specific phrase. (People spoke Greek in the regions where Christianity 
began and the early Bible was in Greek.)  The letters from this phrase, when joined together in order, (called an acrostic ï 
see above) spelled ñICHTHYSò ï the word for ñfish.ò  The phrase was ñJesus Christ, Godôs Son, Savior.ò  In Greek, these 
words are Iesous Christos, THeoss Yies, Sote. 
 

The dictionary defines an acrostic as ña poem or series of lines in which certain letters (usually the first one or two in each 
line) form a name, motto or message when read in sequence.ò 
 
An acrostic can be used as a memorization aid.  It is believed that this is how the writers of the Hebrew Psalms used them 
since a number of those Psalms form acrostics.  Acrostics also can be formed as hidden codes or ciphers.  This was how 
the Christians used the acrostic ICHTHYS to initiate the fish drawing that became their secret greeting.  Early Christians 
wanted to find each other while avoiding detection and persecution by the Romans.  If a Christian met a stranger and won-
dered if he or she might also be Christian, that person would casually draw a single arc in the sand.  If the other person in-
deed was a Christian, he or she would complete the fish drawing with a second arc.  If the stranger was not a Christian, the 
line in the sand would be meaningless and the drawerôs religious identity remained protected.  The fish was also used to 
mark meeting places for Christians. 
 

Archaeologists found the fish symbol on a tomb dating to the first century.  Today, the cross is more often used on Christian 
graves.  Itôs believed that the cross was a painful reminder of Jesusô death for the early Christians, but by the third century, 
the cross was commonly used. 
 

The symbol can be used facing either left or right.  If the fish is pointing left, it then resembles the first letter of the Greek 
alphabet ï alpha 1. ï that relates to Revelation 1:8, ñI am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end, said the Lord.ò 
 

Jesus uses the symbolism of the fish in Mark 1:17 when he said, ñCome after me and I will make you become fishers of 
men.ò 

                                                                                                                             - The Marianist Mission 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ 
 

When you flee temptation, be sure you donôt leave a forwarding address. 
                                                                                                                         ðIrish Digest                          

 

A priest and a rabbi were making plans for an interfaith luncheon.  ñSuppose,ò said the priest, 
ñwe serve pork and beans.ò  ñGood,ò said the rabbi, ñand lets hold the luncheon on Friday.ò 

 

A doctor, hurriedly summoned to a New York nightclub to attend a man who had collapsed, arrived and found 
that the man had died.  He stood looking down at the middle-aged man, dressed in beautifully cut formal clothes. 
ñWhat was his religion?ò asked the doctor. ñHe was an atheist,ò replied a friend. ñToo bad,ò said the doctor.  ñAll 

dressed up and no place to go.ò 
 

When God made man, He didnôt arrange the joints of his bones so he could pat himself on the back.  
 



  Volume 12, Issue 5                                       THE SPIRIT SPEAKS                                                        Page 5 

 

 

 

 

Let There Be Light! 
 

                                                              By Carl Sundell 

 

 

    There is a tradition among some Protestants that the only valid reli-

gious truth we can have is truth obtained solely from the Scriptures (or 

ñsola scripturaò). The reason this doctrine developed among some 

Protestants may be that it was useful in rejecting certain Catholic teach-

ings that had developed over the centuries, but for which Protestants believed there was little 

scriptural proof. 

      The Catholic Church rejects ñsola scripturaò for several reasons. In the first place, the doc-

trine cannot even be found in the Scriptures. If anything, the very opposite doctrine, the doc-

trine that the Church is empowered by Christ to settle all matters of dispute, is clearly in evi-

dence. In Lukeôs Acts of the Apostles, for example, when a dispute arose as to whether the Gen-

tiles had to be circumcised upon their conversion to Christ, a council of the Apostles was called 

at Jerusalem (Acts 15). As yet the New Testament had not been written, so there was no way to 

decide the matter ñsola scriptura.ò The apostles did decide the matter on their own authority, 

the authority of the Church (Ecclesia) not the scriptures (Scriptura).  

      As is well known, the Gospels were not even written until after the deaths of Peter and Paul, 

and even during Paulôs lifetime there is no evidence that all of his epistles were collected in one 

volume. The entire collection of gospels and epistles was not even organized and authorized as 

a New Testament until the 4th Century. 

How then did the earlier Christians know their faith except by the teaching authority of the 

Church? 

      Although there is no scriptural evidence for ñsola scriptura,ò there is scriptural evidence for 

the teaching authority of the Church as an ongoing and infallible guide to Christian truths. For 

example, we have this from the mouth of Christ himself speaking to Peter:  

      ñAnd so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heav-

en. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven." (Matthew 16: 18-19)  

      In this passage Jesus refers to the building of a church, not a scripture. The leading authori-

ty of the church is to be Peter. Of necessity, this authority given to Peter must be transmitted to 

his successor and to the successors of all the apostles who shared in that teaching authority, as 

was evident at the first council in Jerusalem. 

      What is ironic about the ñsola scripturaò doctrine is that it not only cannot be found in 

scriptures, but that nearly all of the core teachings of the Catholic Church can be found plainly 

stated or at least implied in Scriptures, including the pre-eminence of one apostle, Peter, over all 

the others.  

      When discussing ñsola scripturaò with Protestants, it is helpful to remind our separated 

brothers and sisters that the Jews, through many centuries, produced the Old Testament é the 

Old Testament did not produce the Jews. Likewise the New Testament did not produce the 

Church; it was the Church that produced the New Testament. 
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New  Youth Activities  

Director at Holy Spirit 

 
Tiffany See was recently recruited by Mon-
signor Gene to help out with the youth pro-
grams at Holy Spirit, including CCE, Junior and 

Senior CYO, and Confirmation.   
 

Tiffany is the daughter of Susanne and Joseph 
See, members of St. Elizabeth Parish.  She 
went through grade school and high school in 
Smyer and excelled in girlôs basketball pro-
grams. After graduating from high school, she 
went on to receive her Bachelorôs Degree in 
Religious Studies from Benedictine College, an 

excellent Catholic college in Atchison, Kansas. 
  

Her aspirations are to use her degree in reli-
gion to inform, inspire, and help the youth in 
our parish grow in the beautiful faith we have 
as Catholics.  She will be adding to activities 
and events from past years, as well as creating 
new activities that are faith-based and fun for 

all age levels.  
 

Tiffany hopes that all youth will be able to par-
ticipate in and enjoy all the youth programs that 

Holy Spirit Church has to offer. 
 

Weôll be seeing her around the parish frequent-
ly, and wish her much success in providing 
direction and inspiration for our young people 
toward growth in holiness and living out their 

Faith.  Welcome aboard, Tiffany! 

CCE Classes begin Sunday mornings, September 11, 
2011, 9:15-10:15 AM, or Wednesday evenings, be-
ginning September 14th, 2011, from 6:00-7:00 PM. 
  
Jr. CYO will begin meeting Sunday evenings, Sep-
tember 11th at 5:30 PM in McGivney Hall. 
 
Sr. CYO meets Wednesday nights beginning Sep-
tember 14th, from 6:00-7:00 PM.  
September 21ðChoir Practice, liturgy preparations 
September 25ðYouth Mass, 10:30 AM 
September 28ðClass 
 
Confirmation Classes, Sunday mornings, beginning 
September 11th, 9:15-10:15 AM. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

September 25, 2011 10:30 AM Youth Mass for all 
youth at Holy Spirit 

 
Halloween Celebration, October 30th, 2011 for all 

youth at Holy Spirit 
 

Field Trip to Nurturing Center for CYO, date TBA 
 

Confirmation Retreat, November 5th, 2011 at Holy 
Spirit 

 
More information is forthcoming. Please call the parish office 

with questions, 698-6400 
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Angels: Pure 
Spirits Who 

Stand Before 
the Throne of 

God 
 

 

The Angels are pure spirits without bodies, endowed with a natu-
ral intelligence, will power, and beauty far surpassing the nature, 
faculties and powers of humans. They offer continuous praise to 
God and serve Him as messengers and ministers, and as guard-
ians of people on earth.  They are divided into three hierarchies:  
Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones; Dominations, Principalities 
and Powers; Virtues, Archangels and Angels. 
 

The archangels are frequently sent as messengers to human 
beings from on high: Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.   
Holy Scripture describes Michael as the leader of the forces of 
heaven in their triumph over the powers of hell.  
Gabriel announced to Daniel the prophesy of the seventy weeks 
(Daniel 9, 21:27). He was also the angel who appeared to Zech-
ariah to announce the birth of St. John the Baptist (Luke 1:11), 
and he announced to Mary that she would bear a Son Who 
would be conceived of the Holy Spirit, Son of the Most High and 
the Savior of the world (Luke 1:26). 
Raphael first appeared in the Book of Tobit. He guides young 
Tobiah on his journey to Rages, to collect a debt owed to his 
father. The Angel binds the demon Asmodeus in the desert of 
Egypt, helps Tobias find a wife and recover the debt and heals 
Tobit from his blindness. 
 

Faith teaches us that each individual has a guardian angel, who 
is appointed by God to be protectors and defenders. The Guardi-
an Angels defend those of whom they have charge, against the 
assaults of the demons, endeavoring to preserve them from all 
evils of soul or body, particularly from sin and the occasions of 
sin. They help us rise from a fall, encourage us and suggest 
good thoughts and holy desires, offer our prayers and good ac-
tions to God, and above all, assist us at the hour of our death. 
We should give thanks to God for providing us with these devot-
ed protectors and thank our guardian angels for their undivided 
assistance as we journey through life back to God. 
 

The Church honors the Archangels on September 29th, and the 
Guardian Angels on October 2nd.  

 
 
 

Day of Recollection 
for Couples 

 

Presented by  
Father Bob Perry, OP   

 

Saturday, October 15th, 2011 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
9821 Frankford Avenue 

 

Registration is required by  
October 12, 2011 

 

$10.00 per personðincludes box 
lunch by Jasonôs Deli 

 

Childcare availableðreservations required 
by October 12, 2011 (donations appreciat-
ed) 

 
Are your lives full of busyness, noise and chaos?  
Do you sometimes not know if youôre coming or 
going? Is your marriage or family life lacking? This 
is a wonderful, worthwhile opportunity to strengthen 
your marriage and learn how to maintain a more 
peaceful, loving, holy and wholesome family envi-
ronment. Donôt miss this! 

 

Topics: 
§ Need for dialog; togetherness in decision

-making 
§ Heartfelt forgiveness 
§ God-centered family life 
§ Healthy balance and order in all things 


