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Our Catholic Faith 
 

EWTN  
(Eternal Word Television Network) - 

A wide variety of inspirational  
programming 24 hrs. a day,  

including daily Mass, the Rosary and 
Childrenôs Programming,  

located on: 

Sudden Link Cable - Channel 74  
NTS Cable - Channel 250  
Direct TV - Channel 370  

Dish Network - Channel 261 
 

EWTN Radio is broadcast via  
satellite, or may be listened to on-line  

via your computer 

 

Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church 

 

9821 Frankford Avenue  
Lubbock, Texas 79424 

Phone:  698-6400 
E-mail: 

parish@holyspiritlubbock.org 
Website: 

www.holyspiritcathparish.org 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Eugene J. Driscoll 

 

Deacons 
Ralph Rosiles 
Rick Vasquez 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday - 5:00 PM   

Sunday - 8:00 & 10:30 AM, 
Daily Mass - 7:30 AM, M-F 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15ð4:15 PM, 

or by appointment 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
24 hours, 7 days a week 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Birds Wings, Freedom 

Within 
Composed by Sister Rose Erispe, MSLT 

Director of CCE Program at Holy Spirit 

July 4, 2008,  American Independence Day 

 
A bird walks on the soil under the pine tree. 

What is your message on this Freedom Day? 
Then it flies on the branch 

Sings a lovely tune 
Sweet, sweet lovely day! 

 
Learn from the choir of birds 

Songs of praise, honor and glory 
To God, the source of freedom 

Who gives generously, gracefully and freely 
Life, peace, joy, hope and love eternally. 

 
Then it flaps itôs wings open wide 

Soars into the blue skies 
Joining the flocks of birds one by one 
Tossed by the wind, the mighty wind 

Enjoying the freedom within. 
 

It is the heart that knows how to fly, dance and sing 
That enjoys freedom and independence. 

Someone who is not independent 
But one who is dependent on God. 
In other words ñIn God We Trustò 
As the American dollar proclaims. 

 
Long Live America! 
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Monsignor's Corner 

 
 

Dear friends, 
 
The Summer is passing by. I hope it has been a refreshing and 
pleasant time for you.  I know we have all been praying for rain to 
help our parched land. 
 
Religious Education classes will be starting again.  Parents and 
caretakers will be receiving information regarding the various times 
for the students.   
As pastor, I remind you once again, of the agreement parents have 
at the time of baptism to raise their children in the education of the 
Faith.  Students need to be in classes for 2 years before receiving 
First Communion and Confirmation, so we can prepare them 
properly for receiving the fullness of these holy Sacraments.  They 
must be made aware of the meaning and responsibility of partici-
pating in the Sunday Eucharist.  Please see that you help your chil-
dren understand Godôs love for them.  
 
Holy Spirit also provides education for adults who need to increase 
their understanding of, and deepen their Faith.  ñFaith Aliveò clas-
ses will begin again throughout the school season on Sundays at 
9:00 AM in the Adoration Chapel.  
A Womenôs Bible Study is held on Thursday mornings at 9:00 AM, 
and ñFootsteps In Faithò, a biblical Conference will again be held at 
Holy Spirit in the Spring.   
In addition, there are many helpful documents on the table and in 
the racks in the gathering space, as well as CDs available to assist 
you.  And donôt forget our church library that now has over 1,900 
books and films!   
 
I realize that the summer is passing quickly but I encourage you to 
take time to enjoy your family and plan activities that will allow you 
to build happy memories for the future.     
 
May God Bless You and keep you in His care. 
      
 

         Love and Prayers,  
 

                                   Monsignor Gene  

 

                                      

 

Self-help for Unhealthy 
Behaviors 

 
No trial has come to you but what is human. 
God is faithful and will not let you be tried 

beyond your strength; but with the trial He will 
also provide a way out, so that you may be 

able to bear it. 
-1 Corinthians 10:13 

 

 
RECLAIM  Sexual Health is a profes-
sional and science-based Catholic 

online program designed to help indi-
viduals overcome unhealthy sexual 

behaviors and addictions. 
 

RECLAIM Sexual Health is an Eliza-
beth Ministry International Resource 
and offers hope and healing on is-

sues related to sexuality, childbear-
ing and relationships.  

 
For help re: addictions to pornogra-

phy and other addictions, go to: 
 reclaimsexualhealth.com  

 

 

Looking 

for Lost 

Items? 
 

Holy Spirit has a 
Lost and Found Box with many items waiting 
for their rightful  owners. We still have nu-
merous personal items that have been left in 
the church or gathering space.   
Unfortunately, after some time, Holy Spirit 
will be compelled to donate to charity any 
unclaimed articles.  
We have eyeglasses, baby blankets,  toys, 
books, bibles, sweatshirts, jackets, hats and 
jewelry.  
Please stop by the parish office during busi-
ness hours to claim your belongings  or you 
may call 698-0554.  
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MEET JOSEPH PALACIOS,  

SEMINARIAN 

 Another Lubbock Native 
²ǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ [ŀǊǊȅ /ǊŀƛƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȅΣ нлмм ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ά{ŜǊǊŀƴέ 

 

At the Catholic Family Service Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on February 15th, a youthful 
looking man wearing a Roman collar rose and delivered a brilliant and inspired talk about 
stewardship and serving others. Afterwards the people at our table were asking ñWho was that 
guy?ò The answer, Joseph Palacios, a Lubbock Diocese seminarian. Here is his story. 

 

Joseph ñJoeò Palacios, was born November 1983 at Lubbock South Park Hospital to Ruben and Minerva Palacios. He attend-
ed Lubbock Cooper schools until part way through high school, but graduated from Lubbock High Honors Program. In addi-
tion to academics, Joe played French horn in the band, sang in the choir, and was a ferocious reader in his spare time. Joe 
attended Texas Tech and graduated with degrees in Spanish and International Business. While at Tech he became involved 
in the Catholic Student Association at St. Elizabeth University Parish and acted as a leader in the Raider Awakening retreats. 
Joe said he was inspired by the students in the program and had very good feelings about their friendship and support. 
 

Two months after graduation, at the age of 22, Joe entered Assumption Seminary in San Antonio and has completed the Se-
cond Theology course. He is now finishing up his ñPastoral Yearò under the guidance of Fr. Rudy Crasta at St. Michaelôs in 
Levelland and will return to Assumption in August to complete his final year. 
 

The past year at St. Michaelôs has been an eye opening and yet wonderful experience. It has taken him away from the ñhaven
-likeò environment of the seminary where there were few distractions to the world of many diverse people and families and 
their needs. His image of what a priest should be has been reshaped by this experience. Interestingly, the longer Joe was at 
St. Michaelôs, the more parishioners tried to empower him with priests duties. He would have to remind them that he was only 
a humble seminarian. 
 

When Joe was 8 years old his parents had their marriage blessed and from that point on the family became more spiritual. He 
said that he has always felt the call of God and first shared that with his parents at the age of nine. 
Joeôs immediate family, in addition to parents Ruben and Minerva, include a married younger sister, Liza Tijernia, and little 
brother Marco who received confirmation April 2, 2011 at Holy Spirit. Joe believes that the way to vocations in a family can be 
fostered by prayer, helping your children to know God, and instilling the values of evangelization and service to others. 
 

Joe Palacios was a delight to interview and we should all pray in thanksgiving that next year the Lubbock Diocese will have 
ñFatherò Joe in our lives. 
 

Thereõs a Mouse in the House! 
 

 Hello children of Holy Spirit Parish. 
 

Things have been so very busy around your church that it has taken me a couple of months to learn 
about your parish.  I am very happy to have landed outside your church in February and have felt very 
welcome here. 
 

Let me share a little bit of history about church mice with you.  You might have heard the expression ñpoor as a church mouseò.  
That was usually used to describe families that were very, very poor centuries ago.  The truth is church mice were really very well 
off.  In the middle ages my family discovered that we could stay in a church in return for keeping pesky and destructive insects 
out of the sacristy and away from the priestsô vestments and the altar linens.  That is how my family came to be church mice. 
 

Eventually, we church mice took on other duties in the church.  Since the 18th century, we actually developed a study program to 
learn how to be a church mouse.  That is very similar to becoming an altar boy, then deciding to follow a call to the religious life 
as a Priest or a Sister.  I had to study to be able to earn the vestments I wear.  I will tell you more about them in the next newslet-
ter. 
Bless you, Chi-Rho the Church Mouse 
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 In Jesusô TimeéWater in Daily Life  
 

In Jesusô time, people obtained water from wells, cisterns, springs and streams.  The cul-
ture included strict discipline about sanitation, including efforts to keep water pure.  It was 
forbidden to have a cemetery, furnace, tannery, or animal slaughterhouse within about 
100 feet of a well or other water source.  Taxes were imposed to ensure the supply of 
water for drinking and irrigation. 

 

The Romans were very concerned with cleanliness and brought that interest to the places they occupied.  Their water 
systems were examples of fine engineering, complete with sand and stone filtration systemsðtypes that are still used 
today.  They also created systems for sewage and water run off, as well as ways to lower marshes.  These efforts 
greatly reduced disease.  After the fall of the Roman Empire, many places formerly occupied by the Romans forgot 
this discipline about water and sanitation.  Thus, widespread plagues arose. 
 

Think of how many gallons of water we use daily to quench our thirst, to cook, to clean and in the production of many 
goods and services.  All we have to do to get this water is to turn on the faucet.  In Jesusô time, women had to fetch 
water in large stone jars at the village well.  This ñwoman only jobò was physically demanding.  Sometimes, women 
even had to descend into the well to get the water.  Other times they had to pull heavy buckets up by ropes to fill the 
large jars.  Sometimes, they first had to remove large stones from the top of the well or cistern to get the water.  These 
stones kept the water cool, and it was thought that keeping light away from the water would retard pollution (In Gene-
ses 29:8 Jacob removed the stone covering from a well for Rachel). Then they carried the jar back to the house, which 
often was a considerable distance away.  It was not unusual to make a number of daily trips.  Perhaps the chore was 
made more bearable by the socializing that took place at the well, since there were always a number of people there 
at all times of day.  It was the place to catch up on recent events, much like the ñwater cooler gossipò with which we 
are familiar. 
 

Today, there are many places in the world with severe water shortages or without the means to pipe water to people.  
In these places, women and children still carry vessels several times a day to the local water source.   
 

The Holy Land goes without water for 8 months at a time.  Water Vessels were made of stone as stone was consid-
ered to resist impurities. 
To people of biblical times, bathing was not just for hygiene, it was also a symbol for inner purification.  This Jewish 
symbolism became part of Christianityôs ritual of baptism. 
                                                                                                                                                            - The Marianist Mission 

hht{Η 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ .ƭƻƻǇŜǊǎ 

Enjoy one of Godôs great gifts to us...laughter.  The following are actual announcement bloopers, bulletin typos, misprints and more. 
 
 

òThe choir invites any member of the parish who enjoys sinning to join the choir.ó 
 

Announcement in the church bulletin: òThe cost for attending the Fasting and Prayer Conference in-
cludes meals.ó 

 

òThe eighth graders will be presenting Shakespeare's ôHamletõ in the church basement Friday at 7 PM. 
The parish is invited to attend this tragedy.ó 

 

òThe Low Self-esteem Support Group will meet Thursday from 7 to 8:30 PM. Please use the back door.ó 
 

òThe Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Hall 
after the B.S. is done.ó 
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Let There Be Light! 
 

                                                              By Carl Sundell 

 

 

         Recently I was asked by an atheist friend to point to just one 
passage in Scripture for which there is a single piece of scientific 
evidence. I was happy to oblige by citing the first words from the 
mouth of God in the first chapter of Genesis: ñLet there be light!ò 
That was the first act of creation on the first day of creation. That 
ñdayò was before the creation several ñdaysò later of the sun, the 
moon, and the stars. So this light of which God speaks must be 
another kind of light, the ñstuffò from which the galaxies and their 

stars and planets would later be made. 
 
      Now before the 20th Century nobody in the scientific world knew anything about this, nor 
even had an inkling of what the universe looked like at the start, because for the most part sci-
entists in modern times were reluctant to believe the universe did have a start. Einstein, for ex-
ample, believed the universe was uncreated. It took some doing to get him to change his mind. 
When he formulated his famous theory of relativity, he made sure the mathematics of the theory 
reflected his conviction that the universe was eternal. But Einstein was not the best mathemati-
cian in the world, as even he was the first to admit.  
 
      Then along came a young Catholic priest from Belgium, George Le Maitre, who had just 
earned his doctoral degree in mathematics at M.I.T. Le Maitre proved that Einsteinôs mathemat-
ical formula was ñfudgedò to make it appear that the universe was eternal. Einstein at first re-
fused to admit his error. Then additional facts came to light, such as the observation through 
Hubbellôs telescope that the galaxies are all moving away from each other. It didnôt take astron-
omers long to figure out that if this was so, the universe, going backward in time, started out as 
a very small ñsingularityò more than ten billion years ago. In other words, there was a Creation 
event for the universe. 
 
     Over the next few decades, as the Big Bang theory was refined, astronomers reasoned that 
the universe began as a magnificent burst of light. The famous astronomer Carl Sagan ex-
plained in his book Cosmos that the universe began with the explosion of a ñcosmic fireballò that 
produced light from ñgamma rays to X-rays to ultraviolet light, through the rainbow colors of the 
visible spectrum into the infrared and radio regions.ò 
 
      It appears, then, that the often much publicized differences between the truths of Scripture 
and the truths of Science are not always as they seem. Einstein later conceded that he had 
made the biggest blunder of his life, one that was duly corrected by a Catholic priest whose 
mathematical genius affirmed the likelihood of the great Creation event described in Genesis. 
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MULTIPLICATION 
BY Alfred Joyce Kilmer  

 
This lovely poem about Christ in the Most Holy Blessed Sacrament was written by Joyce  

Kilmer (1886 -1918) who was an American journalist and poet best known for his poem, Trees.  
He was killed by a sniper at the end of World War I in France, where he is buried.  

 
I take my leave, with sorrow, of Him I love so well; 
I look my last upon His small and radiant prison-cell; 
O happy lamp! To serve Him with never ceasing light! 
O happy flame! To tremble forever in His sight! 

 
I leave the holy quiet for the loudly human train; 

And my heart that He has breathed upon is filled with lonely pain. 
O King, O Friend, O Lover! What sorer grief can be 

In all the reddest depths of Hell than banishment from Thee? 
 

But from my window as I speed across the sleeping land 
I see the towns and villages wherein His Houses stand. 
Above the roofs I see a cross outlined against the night, 

And I know that there my Lover dwells in His Sacramental Might. 
 

Dominions kneel before Him, and Powers kiss His feet, 
Yet for me He keeps His weary watch in the turmoil of the street: 

The King of Kings awaits me wherever I may go, 
O who am I that He should deign to love and serve me so? 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place 24/7 in the Chapel at Holy Spirit.  For questions or to 
schedule a time for adoration, please call Renee Neiber, 783 -0554.  

 

Slow Down and Enjoy Your Family  
 
Children are ours to raise for such a short time. Yet it sometimes feels that all we do is rush from one activity to anoth-
er. The enjoyment of simply being together as a family can get lost.  Why not resolve this year to make the most of 
every minute you have with yours? 
Put it on the schedule by turning off the television/cell phone/computer once a 
week and have a family night.  Take a walk, pray the rosary together, play a board 
game, tell stories, sing songs or read a story together. Put it on the calendar each 
week just like you do sports or club activities.  
Make memories. Memorable family moments donôt have to cost a lot of money. 
Light a candle and say a blessing before sitting down to family meals. Spend a  
day baking cookies together and donôt get upset by the mess. Have a picnic on 
the floor inside your house.  Turn on some music and dance together. 
Give love everyday. Donôt miss an opportunity to show love. Take care in what you say and how you say it. Donôt 
stop preaching or teaching but be sure it is always done with love. Compliment achievements; gently correct errors; 
say ñI love youò. Let your wife, husband, daughter or son know they are loved no matter what.  
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Registration for Jr. CYO (6th, 7th, 8th grades)  August  27-28th, 2011 
 

Registration for Sr. CYO and Confirmation Class, August 27-28th, 2011.   
 

First  meeting for Jr. and Sr. CYO on Wednesday evening , Sept. 14, from 6:00-7:30 PM. 
 

Confirmation Classes on Sundays, with 1st class September 11, 2011, from 9:15-10:15 AM. 

 

 
 
 
 

±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
.ȅ ¢ƛũŀƴȅ {ŜŜ 

The theme for Vacation Bible School was ñHometown Nazarethò where Jesus was raised, and took place the 
mornings of June 13-17, 2011 at McGivney Hall in  Holy Spirit Catholic Church. The purpose was to assist chil-

dren to learn about the life of Jesus through fun activities and praise and worship. 
Children were divided into 12 Tribes, each with a teen or adult leader. The children traveled to 3 different sta-

tions: the Market Place, Fun and Games and Maryôs House. 
Some activities in the Market Place included making various crafts, and also eating snacks that were similar to 
what Jesus might have eaten in His day, such as grapes, cheese and figs (in the form of Fig Newtons). On the 

last day, they celebrated the Wedding Feast at Cana with cake and grape juice. 
During Fun and Games, dodge ball, red rover, and even a balloon fight were activities enjoyed by all. 

At Maryôs House, the children learned about Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary, and each day there was a new 
Bible verse to learn. 

Mornings began and ended with a celebration of music and dance in and a hometown huddle, where each tribe 
would discuss the topic of the day and Bible verse. Some of the topics were Jesusô birthplace, His family and the 

miracles He performed. 
Thank you Sisters Carmella and Rose, and Heather Hormell for so enthusiastically organizing and implementing 
this yearôs Vacation Bible School!  And many thanks to all those other volunteers who helped teach the children, 

brought food and helped with preparation and clean up. 
Above all, thank you to parents for allowing your children to participate.  We hope to see you again next year! 

Young Couples and Singles 18 and overé 
 

If youôd like to meet other young couples or singles, and grow more knowledgeable 
in our beautiful, Catholic Faith, Holy Spirit is beginning a group for each.  For 
young couples, please call the parish office at 698-6400 and leave your name and 
e-mail or phone number. 
For the singles group, please contact Gerald Pilley at 806-281-0606.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to get acquainted with others who share the same faith and  
have more in common, as well.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

     Perpetual Adoration of the Real Presence  
of Christ in the Eucharist 
Day Chapel, 7 days/week 
 Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 Day Chapel , Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
Holy Rosary 

 Day Chapel, Mondays at 7:15 pm  
  the Patriotic Rosary is prayed  

                  on the 1st Monday of every month  
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

August  6: Transfiguration of the Lord 

August 15:  Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary 

August 27-28:  Registration for Jr. & Sr. CYO,  and Confirmation 

August :  Registration for CCE 

September  14:  Jr. & Sr. CYO classes begin 

September 11: Classes begin for CCE  & Confirmation, 9:15 AM 

The Holy Fatherõs Prayer  

�+ �2 �/ �< �� �6 �3 �, �5 �, �7 �� �& �$�7 �+ �2 �/ �, �& �� �& �+ �8 �5 �& �+ 
9821 FRANKFORD 
LUBBOCK, TX  79424 
 
 
 

Non -Profit Org.  
US Postage 

PAID 
Lubbock, TX  

Permit No. 217  

 

 

That Christians may contribute to allevi-
ating the material and spiritual suffering 
of AIDS patients, especially in the poor-
est countries. 
 
That the World Youth Day taking place 
in Madrid may encourage all the young 
people of the world to root and found 
their lives in Christ. 
 


